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RECREATIONAL NET FISHING, PEEL 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville) [12.51 pm]:  Recreational net fishing in the Peel waterways could be wiped out 
in five years if the Department of Fisheries gets its way - and the locals in my electorate do not like it! 

The department has given net fishing in the Peel region a rocky passage over the past 10 years.  In 1991, the 
Labor Government abolished amateur net fishing.  In 1993, the Liberal Government reintroduced the sport and 
since then net usage has been systematically finetuned.  Setting two nights a week has been cut to one night; the 
12-month season has been cut to 10 months; and larger mesh gauge with two cuts of net with a lessened drop has 
also been introduced.  Until now, fishing folk have been able to set unattended nets from sunset to sunrise, but 
this looks certain to change as well. 

The Department of Fisheries believes net fishing does immeasurable harm to the by-catch and other species and 
wants a so-called responsible approach to net management.  The new suggestion to minimise by-catch by having 
nets attended at all times and cleaned out every hour has merit but, in reality, it could be dangerous.  Putting a 
net out on Wednesday evenings remains popular among retired and elderly people in my electorate.  It will not 
be easy for them to grope around in the dark and strip a net.  Accidents will occur, and possibly a drowning. 

Locals in my electorate do not want any more changes to net fishing regulations.  When the fish are running they 
are happy to check the net in daylight, but want the option to leave their nets unattended in the dark.  This is 
what should happen.  I appeal to the Minister for Fisheries to agree. 
 


